The author, or rather the editor, has allowed the subject of this volume to tell his own story and tell it exceedingly well. Thus, in effect, these pages are autobiographical, reflecting through a series of letters noteworthy for their charm, the disappointments, as well as the aspirations and accomplishments, of genius. Whether these letters best document a philosophy of life or the ideals of science is a matter of no importanc; both are here presented through eyes that were young but nonetheless discerning.
In and out throughout the pages, described in terms offering unmistakable evidence of the sincerity of youth, march the figures of many of those to whom contemporary medicine owes so much,-Mall, Barker, Flexner, Welch, Halstead, Osler, Loeb, and others, revealing thus, in perhaps the most genuine fashion possible, the influence exerted at the century's turn by these leaders in American medicine.
One may well wonder whether these yours-received-and-contents-noted days, with all their boasted abundance, are leaving for future record anything comparable to these delightful letters of John Bruce MacCallum.
It is unfortunate that a transposition of lines on page 293 should raise a temporary problem of interpretation, but were there many such they could hardly obscure the forthrightness in which so many aspects of life and living are expressed by the writer of these letters.
GEO. H. SMITH.
